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			The Parlotones @ the Water Rats Theatre, 28 January 2008
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			Written by Administrator		
		  
	
	
Mark my words like they are a target, South African band the Parlatones are about to shake things up on a global scale.  And having recently seen them perform at a small little pub in Kings Cross, Water Rats Theatre, I can vouch that they are not only great on record but even better to see live.
Things have really been moving for this band recently.  The Parlatones will no doubt look back at the years of 2006 and 2007 as groundbreaking.  Scoring a record deal with Universal Music is no mean feat.  Doubling it up with an agency deal with Primary UK is also impressive.  Having also finished recording their album, "A World Next Door to Yours", and also recently releasing the single, "Beautiful", it is an understatement to say that The Parlatones have been busy in recent times.

When you see The Parlatones play live, it is clear who their influences are.  In the cosy, intimate and pubby Water Rats environment, I depicted a range of influences from Radiohead and Travis to Coldplay.  But underpinning The Parlatones' slightly commercial sound is an indie edge.  They are not quite Kings Of Leon, but they are certainly not Creed.

The Parlatones play like music is theatre, which is probably how it should be treated all the time with live performances.  They have a number of stand-out tunes, including "Louder Than Bombs" and "Dragonflies and Astronauts", and both these videos are available to the public to watch on their official website. For me though, it is "Beautiful" that really makes an impact and it is no wonder that it was chosen by the band as a single.  The video clip is also strangely compelling, and even features exciting special effects.

Definitely a band to watch out for in the coming months, I recommend that you either sample The Parlatones at a live concert or by buying one of their records.
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			VA – Smoove pres: MO’ RECORD KICKS: Act II
		





	  

This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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